APRIL 2026

ENERGY WORLD

MARITIME CHALLENGES
DUE TO UNWARRANTED

WARS

Global maritime trade plays a critical role in
the transportation of energy resources,
including crude oil, refined petroleum
products, and liquefied natural gas (LNG).
However, unwarranted wars and geopolitical
conflicts can significantly disrupt maritime
operations, creating serious challenges for
the oil and gas industry.

Shipping routes, port operations, and supply
chains are often directly affected when
conflicts occur near major maritime corridors

DISRUPTIONS FROM
THE WAR

One of the most immediate impacts of war is
the disruption of key shipping routes.
Strategic waterways such as the Strait of
Hormuz, the Red Sea, the Black Sea, and the
Suez Canal are essential for global energy
transportation. When conflicts arise in or near
these regions, shipping companies may be
forced to reroute vessels to avoid high-risk
zones. These detours can significantly
increase transportation time, fuel
consumption, and operational costs,
ultimately affecting global energy prices.
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Security threats are another major concern
during wartime. Commercial vessels may face
risks such as naval blockades, missile attacks,
sea mines, and piracy. Tankers transporting oil
or LNG are particularly vulnerable due to the
hazardous nature of their cargo. To address
these threats, shipping companies often rely
on naval escorts, enhanced surveillance
systems, and stricter maritime security
protocols. Despite these precautions,
heightened security risks can lead to increased
insurance premiums and operational expenses

for vessel operators.




Port operations and infrastructure may also
be severely affected by armed conflicts.
Ports located in or near conflict zones may
experience temporary closures, damage to
facilities, or restricted access. This can
delay cargo shipments, disrupt supply
chains, and create logistical challenges for
energy relying on
deliveries. In some cases, sanctions and

trade restrictions imposed during conflicts

companies timely

further complicate maritime trade by
limiting access to certain markets or
suppliers.

In  addition to operational disruptions,

geopolitical tensions often create

uncertainty in global
Shipping companies, traders, and energy
constantly adapt to

regulations, sanctions,

energy markets.
producers must
changing and
security conditions. The volatility caused by
conflicts can influence shipping rates,
energy prices, and long-term investment

decisions across the oil and gas sector.

As geopolitical tensions continue to shape
global trade, the maritime industry must
strengthen risk management strategies
and improve
advanced navigation technologies,
time  risk

resilience. Investments in
real-
and

monitoring  systems,

international maritime cooperation are
becoming
enhancing

diversifying shipping routes, the industry

increasingly important. By

security measures and
can better mitigate the challenges posed

by conflicts and maintain the stability of

global energy transportation.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND THE
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY:
STRATEGIC CHALLENGES

The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most
strategically important maritime passages in
the global energy system. Located between
the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, the
narrow waterway serves as a critical transit
route for crude oil,
products, and liquefied natural gas (LNG). A

significant portion of the world’s petroleum

refined petroleum

exports—particularly from major producers
such as Saudi Arabia, Irag, the United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait, and Iran—passes through this
corridor. Because of its central role in global
energy trade, any disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz can have immediate and far-reaching

impacts on the petroleum industry.

One of the primary challenges associated with
the Strait of Hormuz is geopolitical tension in
the surrounding Political
military confrontations,
increase the risk of disruptions to maritime
traffic. the possibility of
passage or military escalation can cause
volatility in global oil markets, often leading to
rapid fluctuations in crude oil prices. Energy
markets are highly sensitive to developments
in this region because of the heavy reliance on

the strait for oil exports.

region. disputes,

and sanctions can

Even restricted

Security threats also pose a major concern for
petroleum transportation through the strait.
Oil tankers navigating this narrow waterway
may face risks such as naval conflicts, drone or
missile attacks, maritime sabotage, or the
presence of sea mines. These threats require
shipping companies and energy exporters to
implement strict security measures, including
coordination, advanced vessel

naval patrol

monitoring systems, and adherence to

international maritime security guidelines.




Strait of Hormuz

Connects oil and LNG production in the Middle East to
global markets via the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean
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Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz can also
affect global supply chains and energy
security. Countries that rely heavily on
Middle Eastern oil imports may face supply
shortages or increased transportation
costs if shipping routes are delayed or
restricted. As a result, many nations
maintain strategic petroleum reserves and
invest in alternative export routes,
pipelines, and diversified energy sources to
reduce dependence on this single maritime

chokepoint.

Despite these challenges, the Strait of
remains an essential
global energy trade. Ensuring its security
stability international
cooperation,

Hormuz artery of

and requires
effective maritime
governance, and continued investment in
and  risk
the

safeguarding the uninterrupted flow of

infrastructure management

systems. For petroleum industry,

energy through this critical passage is vital
to maintaining stability in global energy

markets.

Despite these challenges, the Strait of

Hormuz remains an essential artery of
global energy trade. Ensuring its security
and stability requires international
cooperation, effective maritime

governance, and continued investment in

and risk  management
systems. the
safeguarding the uninterrupted flow of
energy through this critical passage is vital

to maintaining stability in global energy

infrastructure

For petroleum industry,

markets.




